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Discourse markers can help you to organize language  
to make it easier for the listener or reader to follow. 
Listening for them is very useful when taking notes.

New language  Organizing information

Vocabulary  Academic life

New skill  Taking notes

Taking notes

KEY LANGUAGE FORMAL ORGANIZING DISCOURSE MARKERS
Some discourse markers indicate what is coming 
next. They help organize paragraphs and longer 
passages of formal text.

TIP
Discourse markers  

often go at the  
beginning of a clause  

or sentence.

READ THE LEAFLET AND PUT THE DISCOURSE MARKERS IN CATEGORIES

Conclusion markers are used when summing up.

Other markers highlight examples.

Some markers introduce new or additional points.

Sequencing markers can help 
you order information.

ADDING

SEQUENCING

CONCLUDING

EXAMPLES
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CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT 
WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

KEY LANGUAGE INFORMAL ORGANIZING DISCOURSE MARKERS
You can use a number 
of general discourse 
markers to move from 
one topic to another in 
conversational English.

Here, “Right” gets attention before 
saying something important.

Here, “So” indicates that you  
are reaching a conclusion.

Here, “OK” acknowledges that  
you have heard the other speaker.

A talk is being given 
about Welcome Week, 
when college students 
arrive for the first time.
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KEY LANGUAGE THE ZERO CONDITIONAL
You can use the 
zero conditional to 
talk about things 
that are generally 
or always true. “When” can sometimes be used instead of “if.”

“Unless” means “if… not.” (If you don’t have 
a lot of money, don’t join every club.)

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE  
CORRECT ENDINGS

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL
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LISTEN TO THE LECTURE AND CHOOSE THE BEST SUMMARY NOTES

LISTEN TO THE REST OF THE LECTURE AND WRITE NOTES  
AS YOU LISTEN

CHECKLIST

 Organizing information   Academic life   Taking notes  
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